
TUNE IN TO TENOR 

 TUNE IN TO TENOR is a workbook suitable for students of 

Grade 4 level and above, designed to make the transition into 

reading the Tenor C Clef less painful. 

There are written exercises, tips on how to approach the Clef, exercises 

based on well-known tunes so the student can hear if (s)he has made a 

mistake and original pieces which gradually build up the notation range 

as well as progressive sight-reading exercises and duets. 

 

The book is in six sections; 

Introduction to Tenor Clef 

Module 1 Range up to Bb 

Module 2 Range up to E 

Module 3 Range up to F 

Module 4 Range up to B 

Progressive Duets 
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INTRODUCTION (for the student) 
This book is designed to ease your transition in to reading the Tenor C Clef. 

Treat the process as if you are learning a new language; start slowly and build a “bank” of notes that you 

are comfortable reading and gradually extend your notation range. 

It is important to read the Clef, not to do transpositions from other Clefs or think in terms of chopping 

off Stave lines- in the long term you will be grateful that you can read the clef properly and are sure of 

the notes you are playing! 

To start with, try to say the note names in your head as you play. This will slow down your playing but in 

the early stages will help to reinforce the link between notation, slide position/ fingering and pitch. 

Don’t be in such a hurry to play the piece that you resort to playing “by ear”. The point of this process is 

to become adept at playing in the Tenor C Clef, not to be able to play a simple tune by ear. The first few 

pieces have the tune written in the Bass Clef first to give you a reference point. 

Do the written exercises first and try to think in terms of the Key you are playing in as well as the Tonic 

Triad; you will never be more than one note away from a Tonic Triad note so it’s worth having these 

“logged into your brain” before you start playing a piece. 

When you get to the stage of changing Clef during a piece it is important to be careful of pitching. We 

are used to the higher notes on the Stave sounding at a higher pitch than the lower notes but changing 

Clef disturbs the visual - versus - pitch association.   

 

 

 

 

“WHAT’S THE POINT OF THE TENOR CLEF?” 
…..a frequently asked question! 

The point is that you can not avoid it. From this stage of your playing you will come across the Tenor C 

Clef in solo pieces, ensemble pieces and Grade exam Sight-Reading tests. 

It may seem difficult to believe now, but soon you will see the Tenor C Clef as a good thing as it avoids 

having to read lots of Leger lines as your range increases. 



Examples of worksheets, pieces and sight-
reading tests from different modules. 
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 


